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KITTENS IN AN APPLE TREE

The 4 movement titles (EN, FR, NL, PT)

English:

Kittens in an Apple Tree

I  Life in the apple tree is not complicated
II  Help, heaven leaks!

III May the future begin!

IV The kittens have no fear at all

French:

Chatons dans un pommier

I  Lavie dans le pommier n'est pas compliquée
II  Au secours, le ciel fuit!

III Que l'avenir commence!

IV Les chatons n'ont pas peur du tout

Dutch:

Katjes in een appelboom

I  Het leven in de appelboom is niet ingewikkeld
II  Help, de hemel lekt!

III Moge de toekomst beginnen!

IV De katjes hebben helemaal geen angst

Portuguese:

Gatinhos em uma macieira

I A vida na macieira ndo é complicada
I  Socorro, o céu vaza!

III Que o futuro comece!

IV Gatinhos néo tém medo de nada

v



PROGRAM NOTES:

Images from my childhood / A children's drawing
For all 7-year olds in the world, big and little.

In 2021 my brother Ernie unearthed the 1955 "Kittens in an Apple Tree" photo from
the family archives (see cover). The picture evokes a strong childhood memory, reminding
me of the drawing I made at the time of those kittens in that tree.

I was 7 years old when I moved into a big new house with a sprawling backyard and
even our own piece of forest land. I remember that pathetic, dead apple tree behind the
house very well. Picturing it, I still feel the thrill of having started a new life in my own
paradise as a young boy. Capturing this image in music is a challenge but nevertheless I
tried.

The first movement with its simple theme (introduced in bar 7, 8) is reminiscent of a
nursery song expressing the ignorance of these furry softballs, oblivious of any peril. I titled
it ironicly, "Life in the apple tree is not complicated". The second movement depicts
nature's challenges, the lack of shelter for the rain. The next short part (III) is a kind of
interlude, reflective of my personal sentiment of moving into the new big house with a
huge backyard, starting a new life. The fourth movement, "The kittens have no fear at all",
reflects, besides on the kittens, onto myself as well: me, that easily excited youngster at that
age, not unlike all youngsters at that time, I suppose.

René Damen
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